
Marionette Design and construction with Stephen Mottram 

The aim of the workshop with Stephen Mottram is to show how the con-
struction and design of the marionette can be informed by a knowledge 
of movement to give “dignity and elegance” – and thereby theatricality 
- to the marionette in performance. We will look at the way identifiable 
movement qualities can be constructed into the marionette to give it the 
potential for shockingly realistic movement. 
The workshop is aimed both at performers who experience puppet 
theatre for the first time and at performers with craft experience and at 
puppet makers wanting to develop their understanding and abilities with 
marionettes. We will study design issues and historical approaches to 
the string puppet. 
At the end of the stage (8 days), each participant will make a modern, 
performable marionette to take away with them. 
We will work primarily in wood, and although experience of cutting and 
shaping wood will be an advantage, the course will still be suitable for 
people with little experience of working in the medium. There is a short 
list of tools participants are expected to bring with them: 3 chisels, a 
small saw, a knife for carving, pliers, etc (not expensive – after applica-
tion participants will receive the list).

Stephen Mottram - Grait Britain 
Stephen Mottram is recognized as one of the most important puppet 
maker and performer of string puppets. 
His philosophy is based on respecting the essentiality of a string puppet, 
primarily due to a movement “agreed” between two adverse energies: 
the strength of gravity and the human hand. 
He has already held workshops on marionette design and construction all 
around the world; the latest at the Institut International de la Marionnette 
of Charleville Mezieres, the most important school on puppet theatre in 
the world. There, he also performed during the World Festival of Puppet 
Theater in 2009. 
He began to work with a troupe of traditional puppets performing shows 
in which puppets mimed real actors. Then he won a scholarship to attend 
the Hungarian State Puppets Theatre 
School in Budapest and this experience opened his eyes to the great 
potential of this form of art and theatre in general.

The “Centro Teatro del Lavoro “ of 
Pinerolo (Turin) is build around three spaces:

space 1: A perfectly staged theatre for ma-
rioenttes performances, 
space 2: A 120 sq.m. laboratory,
space 3: A guesthouse and a puppetry do-
cumentation centre,

How to apply to the course 
It will take place
from genuary 8th to the 15th 2012

the cost is € 380 + 10 € insurance

for 8 days of building
It is important to confirm as soon as possi-
ble  - your participation to the course since 
places are limited to 16. 

As confirmation is given for registration, a € 
150 deposit is required. 

to register: http://www.maaf.it/page17/sta-
ge/contact-form/index.php 

informazioni workshop:
damiano@teatroalegre.it
0121.794573 - 330.425716 
contact
georgina@teatroalegre.it
0121 794573 - 339.7370743

Teatro del Lavoro 
via Chiappero 12, 
10064 Pinerolo

www.teatrodellavoro.it
programma di formazione teatrale a cura 
de La Terra Galleggiante
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